Strike day in France
Forecasted for long, the 29th of January was the occasion for all French Labor Unions to demonstrate against the social policy led by the government and mainly with regard to the ever decreasing purchasing power.
In every I.E.G Companies, all 5 labor unions (CGT, CFDT, CFE-CGC, FO & CFTC) called out for a massive mobilization, arguing that the social dialogue was deteriorating more and more in the companies of the branch, namely with the issue of wages.
EDF was impacted with a maximum of 14,000 MW (10,000 MW nuclear and 4,000 MW thermal) which were reduced to 10,000 MW after RTE’s call. No EDF unit was completely shut down. The strike was followed up to 38% in EDF thermal plants.
An important part of the power loss was covered by a strong decrease of the import/export ratio (see graph).
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French net export during 28 and 29 january 

Strike at SNET
At SNET, the 4 representative Labor Unions (CGT, CFTC, CFE-CGC & FO) called out to follow the labor demands although CFE-CGG requested that this day generated as few consequences as possible on the production level of our plants. Labor Unions FO and CGT asked SNET personnel to join in the strike in order to pressurize SNET’s management regarding the actual discussions on the supplementary pension. They also informed them of the intention of the shareholder E.ON to modify the personnel status.
In the whole of SNET, the strike rate was of 30.28 %.

The strike began on Thursday January 29th during morning shift with shutdown of the units ranging from 6:00 AM to 6:00 AM Friday January 30th. The LFC 4 Unit was the only one to be maintained at 80 MW. The power loss was of 2,600 MW for SNET.
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All personnel could enter the sites on foot as the union representants did not allow access to the vehicules. In Hornaing a pile of coal obstructed the entrance. In Gardanne, the plant manager was denied access to the premises; a bailiff was called to make an official statement following which the plant manager could finally enter the site.
The strike ended at 6:00 AM Friday morning as firing of Emile Huchet, Lucy and Hornaing could be done during the night shift in order to be operational on grid at 8:00 AM. Only Gardanne 5 was back on the grid by the end of the morning.
No incident occurred on the different sites, as all safety linked operations could be performed. 

In order to limit the consequences of the strike, SNET started preparing the covering process on the market 10 days ago ( Buy back SNCF : 200 MW ; OTC Purchase and Powernext Day Ahead :1400 MW ; Infraday : 300 MW). The balances were finally covered by the RTE balancing mechanism.
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The final cost of this strike is of 1,9 M€. The personnel on strike that day won’t be paid.
Only those requisitioned for safety will be paid. 
The personnel not on strike had a normal working day.
