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AREVA and Siemens as partners for nuclear power 

Letter of Intent for construction of new nuclear power stations in UK
E.ON, AREVA and Siemens signed a Letter of Intent (LoI) concerning cooperation on the construction of new nuclear power stations and the further development of nuclear power technology. The companies are thus clearly affirming their conviction that carbon free electricity generation will play a growing role in a balanced energy mix.

The LoI envisages cooperation on the construction of E.ON's new nuclear power stations in the UK. In this framework, E.ON is to select the 1,600 MW advanced pressurised-water reactor EPR of AREVA and the conventional island of Siemens to construct new nuclear power stations in the UK.

Maximum safety

E.ON also agreed to collaborate on developing further the AREVA’s SWR 1000 (provisional name), cutting-edge boiling-water reactor in the range of 1,250 MW. Together with the EPR, this reactor is currently regarded as offering maximum safety for the use of nuclear power. E.ON aims to use this model above all for its new power stations with an electricity-generating capacity in the intermediate capacity range. E.ON will work with Siemens on the conventional island of this reactor.

Collaboration on research and development

The EPR and the SWR 1000 boiling-water reactor are the latest development in the European nuclear technology. With this cooperation E.ON thus gets access to this cutting edge technology, which sets new benchmarks regarding security and reliability. Moreover the early establishment of a cooperation between manufacturer and operator assures access to components in due time. The three companies also intend to collaborate on research and development. Part of this Cooperation is the mutual exchange of experts to ensure that the common development work is as efficient as possible. In addition, E.ON and AREVA are entering into a long-term partnership in service and maintenance for existing and new nuclear power stations.
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Cooperation in nuclear energy research 

E.ON and Commissariat à L'Energie Atomique agree cooperation
E.ON and the research institute Commissariat à L'Energie Atomique (CEA) located in Cadarache in southern France have agreed cooperation in the field of nuclear energy research. Cooperation will mainly focus on material research, innovation in reactor technology and safety as well as the development of the next power station generation. The research results will thus contribute to both safe operation of existing plants and the planning and implementation of new power station projects.

With at least 11,000 MW, E.ON is among the leading operators of nuclear power stations in Europe. Moreover, the company is examining new power station options in other European countries, for example in Finland and the UK. In the spring of 2008, E.ON already agreed cooperation with AREVA and Siemens in the fields of new power station construction and further development of nuclear energy technology. With approx 4,500 employees, CEA is the largest nuclear technology research organisation in Europe.

Wulf Bernotat, CEO of E.ON AG, said: "Nuclear power as a CO2-free energy resource is of particular importance in climate protection. In Germany alone power stations avoid 150 million tonnes of CO2 and are one of the most efficient ways to reduce CO2 output. Particularly in times of high energy prices, therefore, nuclear power may have a cost-reducing effect. Numerous European countries have decided in favour of expanding power generation based on nuclear power. Against this background we want to play an active role in safety research and in further developing this technology of the future. We are pleased that, with CEA, we have been successful in winning one of the most renowned nuclear research institutes of Europe as a partner."

Philippe Pradel welcomed the future collaboration with E.ON as a sign that European utilities are increasingly interested in further developing their electricity-generation capacity from nuclear power in the context of a necessary push towards low-carbon energy technologies. "CEA, as a leading European fission research organisation, can support nuclear utilities both in maintaining the safety and competitiveness of existing plants and in developing in collaboration with industry innovative fission technologies."

